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 TEEN BOARD:  APPLY NOW 
The Shalom Park Freedom School is once again pleased to 
accept applications for its Teen Board, which will serve the 
2015 summer program at Shalom Park. 

Twenty seven, rising 10th-12th graders, will be chosen from 
both the Jewish community and as well as the larger 
community to work with CMS 1st-5th graders to boost their 
literacy skills and enrich their cultural experiences during the 
summer months. 

Teen Board members will commit to work as school assistants 
for at least two successive weeks between June 18th and July 
29th 2015. Hours will be from 8:15am-3:15pm (some days until 
4:15pm) five days a week. Opportunities will include working 
in classrooms, accompanying teachers and students on field 
trips, planning activities for the classroom, securing and 
delivering supplies, and other assistance as needed. A swim test 
and swimming with scholars will be required.  Additionally, 
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SHALOM PARK FREEDOM SCHOOL  
Every Child has the Potential to Succeed;  Not Every Child has the Opportunity.

BREAKING NEWS 

Shalom Park Freedom School will 
be making a difference in more 
children’s lives!  We are proud to 
announce that SPFS will expand to 
serve 80 children in 2015, up from 
50 scholars in previous years. 

USED BOOK DRIVE! 

We are currently collecting gently 
used children’s books for SPFS 
scholars.  6 Weeks! 6 Books 
allows each scholar to  pick a 
book to keep. We will need 480 
books appropriate for K - 7th 
grade. 

Please drop your used books off 
at the Levine-Sklut Judaic Library.  

Parenting books are also 
appreciated.  

SAVE THE DATE 

April 30th, 2015  
7 p.m.  

Sam Lerner Center for Cultural 
Arts.  Shalom Park 

SPFS Annual Movie Fundraiser 

Rosenwald Schools 

SCHOLARS RETURNING!

The LJCC has invited our 2014 
scholars to return to Shalom 
Park for swim lessons on 
Saturdays, February 21 and 
March 21 at 3 PM.  We will need 
several volunteers to help out 
on those days.  If you are 
interested, please sign up  here.

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A49ADAE2BA0F49-swim/1375999
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A49ADAE2BA0F49-swim/1375999
http://www.spfreedomschool.org
http://www.rosenwaldschoolsfilm.org
http://www.rosenwaldschoolsfilm.org
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fundraising will be a component: a book drive and raising 
funds for Challah for Scholars and will be planned by the Teen 
Board. 

Teen Board members will commit to attend two instructional 
meetings. One in April (TBA) The second meeting will be 
held June 16th or 17th for set up and a swim test. 

APPLICATION DEADLINE IS MARCH 9TH, 2015  

If you are interested in applying to the Freedom School Teen 
Board email Dana Ditesheim or Shana Suris for an 
application. 

Dditesheim@me.com or shana.suris5@gmail.com  

Young Teen Experience 

Now SPFS has opportunities for younger teens to volunteer 
too.  Rising 7th, 8th or 9th graders will be able to help with 
core activities such as Harambee, Foyer Desk assistant, Field 
Trip Chaperone or Activity helper. A minimum of 12 hours 
will be required.   Younger teens must be accompanied by a 
parent when volunteering both on-site and off-site.  Complete 
online application at spfreedomschool.org.  For more 
i n f o r m a t i o n , p l e a s e c o n t a c t E i l e e n D a v i s a t 
fuervis@gmail.com 
 
How Can I Get Involved? 
The vision for the Shalom Park Freedom School (SPFS) is to 
engage in a broad segment of the Charlotte Jewish community in  
Tikkun Olam by fulfilling the highest level of Jewish charity.  You 
can get involved by:
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UNIQUE 

SPFS is the first Jewish-sponsored 
Freedom School in the United 
States!  Other Jewish 
communities are following our 
lead. 

EIGHT Jewish organizations work 
seamlessly together to sponsor 
Shalom Park Freedom School.   

Thanks to our 150 plus 
volunteers, SPFS has become one 
of the premier Freedom School 
sites in Charlotte. 

A big thanks to all our volunteers and 
special thanks our dedicated volunteer 
photographers Ralph Besnoy & Alan 
Goldberg who provided the photos for 
this newsletter, our website and other 
SPFS publications.

For the second year in a row, the 
Federation has increased its allocation 
to the SPFS!  Please give generously to 
the annual campaign! 

1.  Volunteering your time or your talent.
2. Making a Donation:

✴ Monetary donations are always welcomed.  

✴ Donate supplies or kosher snacks .

✴ Donate new or gently used children’s books at the 
Levine Sklut Library. 

3.    Attending the SPFS Movie Fundraiser on April 30 at 7PM.  To join     
the fundraiser planning committee, contact Cheryl Alley at 
calley@comporium.net.

http://www.spfreedomschool.org
http://spfreedomschool.org/get-involved
http://spfreedomschool.org/donate-now
http://spfreedomschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/SPFS-supplies.pdf
mailto:calley@comporium.net
http://spfreedomschool.org/get-involved
http://spfreedomschool.org/donate-now
http://spfreedomschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/SPFS-supplies.pdf
mailto:calley@comporium.net
mailto:Dditesheim@me.com
mailto:shana.suris5@gmail.com
http://spfreedomschool.org
mailto:fuervis@gmail.com
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DID YOU  KNOW? 
Launched in 2011, Shalom Park Freedom School has for four summers provided an invaluable experience 
for our 50 scholars.. Yet, surprisingly, not everyone in our community is aware of this inspiring project.  
Help us spread the word!

What is Freedom School?   The Children’s Defense Fund (CDF) Freedom Schools program started in 
1995 and was inspired by the “Mississippi Freedom Summer Project” of 1964.  Nationally, low-income 
children typically lose two to three months in reading level every summer.   Freedom School is a 6-week 
summer literacy enrichment program which gives children three fundamental resources needed to develop 
their potential:

1. Literacy Skills —overcoming summer learning loss
2. Character Development—strengthening decision-making skills
3. Community—providing a caring “village” that believes in each child.

Who?  Serving children in Charlotte who most need educational enrichment opportunities, yet can least 
afford summer learning experiences.  Our Shalom Park Freedom School “scholars” attend either Sterling 
Elementary or Huntingtowne Farms Elementary school, the public school partners of Temple Beth El and 
Temple Israel.  SPSF is free to those who attend.

Where?   There are 107 Freedom School sites operating in 28 states across the country, including 20 
Freedom School sites in Charlotte. Our school is one of Charlotte's premier Freedom School sites.  It takes 
place on the campus of Shalom Park, giving students access to beautiful classrooms, pools, library, kosher 
food and the best that the Shalom Park campus has to offer.

When?  Six weeks every summer.  The dates for this summer are  June 18th - July 29th, 2015

The Shalom Park Freedom School is a collaborative effort of the following organizations:  Foundation of Shalom 
Park; Jewish Federation of Greater Charlotte; Sandra and Leon Levine Jewish Community Center; Charlotte Jewish 
Day School; Temple Beth El; Temple Israel; Jewish Family Services; and Levine-Sklut Judaic Library and Resource 
Center.

http://www.spfreedomschool.org

